
 I address the relationship between humanity and nature. In today’s modern societies 

there is a splintering connection between humans and the natural environment which 

surrounds them. People today have a tendency to consider themselves separate from nature; 

viewed as unique individuals with the divine right to use and consume everything that nature 

provides. Experiencing the contrasting environments of the city and the woods I began to 

consider where the human element fit into it all and what really separates us from the rest of 

the Earth’s life. Exploring the paradoxical relationship with nature many of us encounter living 

in the modern world, I attempt to once again merge mankind with the environment.  

 Much of my work involves the juxtaposition of the human body against flora. This 

often morphs the figures into something almost comically natural. In this placement I relate 

patterns and structures found in trees and plants to structures of the body. The constant 

cycle of flora feeding into fauna and fauna feeding into flora is represented. I tend to focus on 

contrasting elements and bridging a connection between them. Central and minimalist 

compositions with chaotic elements, complete stillness brimming with anticipated motion, 

seemingly random natural elements given a rigid structure; all coming together in unison. In a 

larger sense these contrasting elements manifest themselves as a sense of scale. I draw 

comparisons between the individual and their place in a much larger system.  

 Working in mixed media I feel the need to connect with the things I create in a tactile 

sense. From cutting wood to hand burnishing prints I find solace in repetitive physical tasks. 

This becomes apparent in my penchant for repetition and patterns in my work. This tendency 

continues into my photography giving me the desire to create photos rather than just take 

them. I explore my relationship with nature through touch and create physical representations 

of it to photograph.  



  

 I draw inspiration from the 16th century Mannerist painter Guiseppe Arcimboldo and 

his ability to show the close relationships between to structures of the human body and 

structures of nature. Skipping ahead several centuries I’m influenced by the contemporary 

performance artist and sculptor, Nick Cave and his soundsuits. Visually I’m inspired by the 

flowing and tactile nature of the suits, and their use of natural materials to create strange 

humanoid creatures.  

 I find that creating this work helps to establish a deeper connection with nature and 

understand what, if anything, sets us humans apart from the rest of earth’s life. I plan to bring 

more motion into my work and examine the place of modern technology in relation to the 

environment and humanity. I wish to explore the ephemeral essence of life and mankind, and 

its relation to the forces of nature and time. 

   


